
!"#$%&'()*$+,%!"#$%$&$'#(

-./0/,1*$'1*"$%2%345'$%&4.*",*167%

86%9$0./:%!"#$,"$%

 
After much exposition on 

prayer, John Calvin proceeds to 

discuss the doctrine of divine 

predestination and election.  Calvin 

provides us a preface to his 

treatment of predestination.  On the 

one hand Calvin offers council 

concerning the danger of 

unrestrained human curiosity when 

discussing this doctrine.  Calvin also 

discusses the folly of, on the other 

hand, ignoring or even repudiating 

the doctrine of predestination as it is 

taught in Scripture.  

John Stott, in his 

commentary on Ephesians, 

observes that “Scripture nowhere 

dispels the mystery of election, and 

we should beware of any who try to 

systematize it too precisely or 

rigidly.”  Richard Muller also writes, 

in expressing the theology of 

Calvin's contemporary Peter 

Vermigli, “The doctrine of 

predestination is obscure and 

unprofitable to any who would seek 

out the divine reason for the election 

of one man and the rejection of 

another.  Nor should a person refer 

to the doctrine of predestination 

when inquiring concerning the 

propriety of an act.”  Calvin himself 

was concerned that “Human 

curiosity renders the discussion of 

predestination...very confusing and 

even dangerous.  No restraints can 

hold it back from wandering in 

forbidden bypaths and thrusting 

upward to the heights.”  For those 

who would “try to systematize...too 

precisely” or who “would seek out the divine 

reason” for the election of one man and not 

another, Calvin issues the warning, “let them 

remember that when they inquire into 

predestination they are penetrating the sacred 

precincts of divine wisdom.”  

Calvin encouraged his readers to maintain 

a “learned ignorance” in certain matters.  “For it is 

not right,” he asserts, “for man unrestrainedly to 

search out things that the Lord has willed to be hid 

in himself, and to unfold from eternity itself the 

sublimest wisdom.” This is a wisdom He would 

have us “revere but not understand” so that 

through it He would “fill us with wonder.”  To seek 

any knowledge of predestination other than “what 

the Word of God discloses is not less…  
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May 18,  2009 

Volume 1,  Issue 9  

 

Campus Chronicles  
Trinity Life Bible College 

Netley Abbey, photo courtesy of Crossdaily.com 



;/</$1(6%1#/%$/:,%5/0*'%

./=".1/0%1#'1%("$>%1*5/%;/=48(*<'$7%

?/$'1".%9.(/$%?=/<1/.7%,:*1<#/0%1"%

1#/%@/5"<.'1*<%-'.16A%%?=/<1/.%

,1'1/0%1#'1%#/%#',%8/<"5/%'1%"00,%

:*1#%1#/%;/=48(*<'$%=#*(","=#6%'$0%

5"./%*$%(*$/%:*1#%1#/%=#*(","=#6%"B%

1#/%@/5"<.'1*<%-'.167C%?=/<1/.%'(,"%

,'*07%CD%1#/%=.",=/<1,%B".%:*$$*$>%'%

;/=48(*<'$%=.*5'.6%'./%8(/'EAC%

F&GG7%9=.*(%HI7%HJJKL%%M%E$":%#*,%

5")/%:',%1"%,')/%#*,%="(*1*<'(%

<'.//.7%841%*1%*,%'$"1#/.%8(":%1"%'$%

'(./'06%8/(/'>4/./0%='.16A%%N#6%

0"/,%*1%,//5%1#/%;/=48(*<'$%-'.16%*,%

B'((*$>%'='.1%'1%1#/%,/'5,O  

P#/%=/.</=1*"$%*,%1#'1%1#/%

QR-%*,%$"1%*$%1"4<#%:*1#%1#/%=/"=(/A%%

M%./5/58/.%',%'%<#*(0%56%B'1#/.%

'(:'6,%1/((*$>%5/%1#/%@/5"<.'1,%'./%

B".%1#/%=/"=(/%'$0%;/=48(*<'$,%'./%

B".%1#/%.*<#A%%S<"$"5*<%*$/T4*16%*$%

"4.%<"4$1.6%#',%*$<./',/0%")/.%1#/%

(',1%B*B16%6/'.,A%FG/:,U'1<#A<"57%

9=.*(%HJJIL%%M,%*1%'%<"*$<*0/$</%1#'1%

1#/%B'</%"B%&#.*,1*'$*16%*$%"4.%

<"4$1.6%#',%0/<./',/0%,1/'0*(6%")/.%

1#/%,'5/%1*5/O%%M%0"$V1%1#*$E%,"A%

% 9%B4.1#/.%=/.</=1*"$%'8"41%

1#/%;/=48(*<'$%-'.16%*,%*1%*,%B'.%B."5%

*$<(4,*)/%"B%95/.*<'$%,"<*/167%'$0%

1#'1%*,%:#6%-./,*0/$1%R8'5'%:',%

'8(/%1"%:*$%1#*,%(',1%/(/<1*"$%,"%

/',*(6A%%N#/$%M%:'1<#/0%1#/%

@/5"<.'1*<%G'1*"$'(%&"$)/$1*"$%

F@AGA&AL%"$%1/(/)*,*"$%*1%(""E/0%(*E/%'%

5/(1*$>%="1A%%9((%B'</,7%'((%<"(".,7%'((%

<.//0,A%%N#/$%M%:'1<#/0%1#/%

;/=48(*<'$%G'1*"$'(%&"$)/$1*"$%

F;AGA&AL%*$%(""E/0%(*E/%'%:#*1/V,%"$(6%

5//1*$>A%%M%:',%$"1%1#/%"$(6%5*$".*16%

1"%B//(%(*E/%1#*,A%%9%0/'.%B.*/$0%"B%

5*$/%,'*07%WM%1#"4>#1%M%:',%:'1<#*$>%

'%X('$%5//1*$>%'1%B*.,1AY%%N#6%0"%

5*$".*1*/,%B//(%(*E/%1#*,O%%D8/<'4,/%

B/:%B'</,%"B%<"(".%'./%='.1%"B%1#/%

;/=48(*<'$%-'.16A%%P#*,%*,%1.4(6%'%

1.'>/06%:#/$%6"4%./5/58/.%1#'1%

98.'#'5%Z*$<"($%:',%'%;/=48(*<'$A%

% N/%$//0%1"%>/1%"4.%<"4$1.6%

8'<E%"$%1.'<EA%%3":%:*((%:/%0"%1#*,O%%

P#/%B*.,1%E/6%,"(41*"$%*,%1"%B*$0%

"4.%5".'(%<"5=',,%'$0%,1"=%1#/%

<"5=."5*,/%"B%!40/"[&#.*,1*'$%

)'(4/,A%%P#'1%8/>*$,%:*1#%*$0*)*04'(,%

,1'$0*$>%86%8*8(*<'(%5".'(*16%'$0%

1/'<#*$>%"1#/.,%:#6%1#/,/%,1'$0'.0,%

'./%,1*((%)'(*0A%%P#/$%1'E/%1#/,/%

,1'$0'.0,%*$1"%1#/%="(*1*<'(%'./$'A%

% MB%1#/%;/=48(*<'$%-'.16%*,%

>"*$>%1"%,4.)*)/%'$0%8/%="(*1*<'((6%

./(/)'$1%1#/$%*1%$//0,%1"%*$<(40/%

1#",/%:#"5%1#/6%5'6%#')/%

4$:*11*$>(6%/\<(40/0%8/B"./A%%P#/%

QR-%54,1%'<1*)/(6%=4.,4/%5*$".*1*/,%

'$0%8.*$>%1#/5%*$1"%1#/%B"(0A%%M1%

,#"4(0%8/%/',6A%9<<".0*$>%1"%'$%9-%

/\*1%="((%"B%&'(*B".$*'%)"1/.,%*$%

G")/58/.%HJJI7%]%"41%"B%^J%9B.*<'$[

95/.*<'$%)"1/.,%)"1/0%B".%

-."=",*1*"$%I7%1"%0/B*$/%5'..*'>/%',%

8/1://$%"$/%5'$%'$0%"$/%:"5'$A%%

P#'1%,#"4(0%1/((%6"4%,"5/1#*$>A%%

_",1%9B.*<'$[95/.*<'$%)"1/.,%'(*>$%

:*1#%1#/%8/(*/B,%'$0%5".'(%,1'$0*$>%

"B%1#/%;/=48(*<'$%-'.167%841%,1*((%B//(%

/\<(40/0A%%

% N/%8/(*/)/%*$%'$%95/.*<'%

:#/./%'((%=/"=(/%'./%<./'1/0%/T4'(%

'$0%M%'5%:*((*$>%1"%,'<.*B*</%1"%

',,4./%1#'1%/T4'(*16%*,%>*)/$%1"%'((A%%

U/%#"$/,1%*$%6"4.%8/(*/B,%'$0%0"%$"1%

<"5=."5*,/A%%_'E/%,4./%1#/%$/\1%

;AGA&A%(""E,%(*E/%'$%95/.*<'%:*1#%

5'$6%B'</,A%%&#'=/(%'1%PZU&%*,%:#'1%

1#/%;G&%,#"4(0%(""E%(*E/A%%M%#')/%

$/)/.%B/(1%4$<"5B".1'8(/%'1%&#'=/(7%

841%:"4(0%$"1%8/%<'4>#1%0/'0%'1%'%

;/=48(*<'$%G'1*"$'(%&"$)/$1*"$A%M%

8/(*/)/%1#'1%5",1%Q"0[(")*$>%

5*$".*1*/,%:'$1%1"%8/("$>%1"%1#/%

;/=48(*<'$%-'.167%841%0"%$"1%B//(%

:'$1/0%".%0/,*./0A%%MB%1#*,%:/./%$"1%

1.4/%1#/$%1#/%'5"4$1%"B%5*$".*1*/,%

:#"%'BB*(*'1/%1#/5,/()/,%:*1#%1#/%

QR-%:"4(0%$"1%8/%,"%,5'((A%%P#*,%

<"4$1.6%*,%>"*$>%*$%'%0*./<1*"$%$/)/.%

,//$%8/B"./A%%P#",/%"B%&#.*,1[(*E/%

5*$0,%54,1%<"5/%1">/1#/.%*$%".0/.%

1"%5")/%1#*,%<"4$1.6%8'<E%1"%Q"07%

&#.*,1%'$0%1#/%U*8(/A%%P#/%QR-%54,1%

8./'E%1#/%<"(".%(*$/,A%%M%'5%1.4(6%

,<'./0%"B%1#/%0*./<1*"$%1#*,%<"4$1.6%

*,%>"*$>A%%P#*$>,%54,1%<#'$>/A%%

% R$/%5"./%1#*$>`%%&#'$>/%

,1'.1,%'1%1#/%1"=A%N#/$%M%>"%1"%PZU&%M%

B//(%(*E/%'%,140/$1`%%G"1%'%8('<E%

,140/$17%$"1%,"5/"$/%4$:/(<"5/07%

a4,1%'%,140/$1A%%M%B//(%(")/0A%%M1%,1'.1,%

:*1#%-',1".%;"$%3'.0/$A%%3/%/\40/,%

(")/%'$0%*1%,#":,%*$%#*,%,1'BBA%%3*,%

,1'BB%*,%(")/A%%M%#')/%$"1%5/1%"$/%

1/'<#/.%'1%PZU&%1#'1%0*0%$"1%#')/%'%

>""0%#/'.1A%%P#/,/%'./%1#/%16=/%"B%

=/"=(/%1#'1%$//0%1"%8/%'1%1#/%#/'0%"B%

1#/%QR-A%

% M%8/(*/)/%1#'1%")/.%1#/%$/\1%

B"4.%1"%/*>#1%6/'.,%"4.%<"4$1.6%:*((%

8/%1'E*$>%'%5".'(%0":$14.$7%'$0%

95/.*<'$,%:*((%<.6%B".%1#/%0'6,%"B%

"(0A%%P#/6%:*((%<.6%B".%1#/%0'6%"B%

=.'6/.%*$%"4.%,<#""(,A%%P#/6%:*((%<.6%

988'%[%b'1#/.A%%P#/%=."1/<1*$>%#'$0%

"B%Q"0%*,%8/*$>%(*B1/0%"BB%1#*,%<"4$1.6%

a4,1%',%M%,*1%#/./%'$0%:.*1/%1#*,%

'.1*<(/A%%N*1#%1#/%(*B1*$>%"B%1#'1%#'$0%

<"5/,%4$*5'>*$'8(/%,4BB/.*$>A%%M%

=.'6%1#'1%1#."4>#%1#'1%,4BB/.*$>%Q"0%

'$0%&#.*,1%:*((%./14.$%1"%1#/%#/'.1,%

'$0%0/,*./,%"B%1#/%95/.*<'$%=/"=(/A%%

9,%&#.*,1%*,%(*B1/0%4=%'$0%/\'(1/0%,"%

:*((%1#",/%:#"%=."<('*5%3*,%G'5/%

'$0%>*)/%3*5%Q(".6%8/%(*E/:*,/%

8(/,,/0A 

P#/%&#'$>*$>%b'</%RB%-"(*1*<,7%%86%;"$'(0%N'0/ 

2 



!"You’ve got way too much 

confidence in your flesh, if you think 

you can ride alone in a car with a 

member of the opposite sex!" These 

are lyrics to a song I wrote called "R U 

Single?" It’s a song about dating, 

emotional purity, and embracing and 

enjoying the single life.   I had to “die 

to self” even more to gain a correct 

perspective on dating and 

relationships. I also discovered this can 

be a very controversial topic.   

When I was dating out there 

in the world during those B.C. days, it 

was all bad.  I was dating selfishly, 

only to satisfy my sinful nature. I had 

no standards, because I didn't have the 

Word. “For he that soweth to his flesh 

shall of the flesh reap corruption; but 

he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the 

Spirit reap life everlasting” (Galatians 

6:8).  The way I was dating, 

I'm thankful to be alive. The sowing 

and reaping process of my dating went 

something like this: flesh + lack of 

knowledge = corruption, serving Satan 

and falling into deep, dark pits.  I 

thank the Lord because he pulled me 

out and set my feet on solid ground. 

After I accepted Christ, 

dating became fun.  I still made some 

mistakes though, but as I sought God 

out in prayer, He began to reveal some 

things to me. For instance, when I 

came across the scripture,  “It is good 

for a man not to touch a woman” (1 

Corinthians 7:1).  I ran with it, I was 

like: Great!!! I can go out with the 

opposite sex all I want to, as long as I 

don’t physically touch.  I'm cool.  I 

won’t hold their hands, give hugs, and 

kissing is definitely out of the 

question.  So, I should be doing all 

right.  Right?"...Wrong!!! Even though 

there’s no physical touching going on, 

you can still touch each other’s 

emotions. This is where emotional 

purity comes into play. The Bible says 

to “guard your heart” (Proverbs 4:23) 

diligently.  I also looked up the word 

“touch” in my Strong’s Exhaustive 

Concordance and the definition was 

“to attach oneself to.” We need to be 

careful how we touch and speak to one 

another. 

I'm thankful for the body of 

believers I fellowship with on Sunday, 

because when they greet you, they say 

"Hi brother so and so!” and "Hello 

there sister." Even when I call a girl on 

the phone from my church, she greets 

me with, "Hi, Brother Matthew " and I 

feel convicted already about asking her 

to dinner and the movies. I know, it 

just doesn't feel right trying to date 

someone you call brother or sister.  

However, to consider one another like 

this helps us have right relations in the 

body of Christ and in the world 

“Rebuke not an elder, but 

treat him as a father; and the younger 

men as brothers; the elder women as 

mothers; the younger as sister, with all 

purity” (I Timothy 5:1-2). With all 

purity!!!  God has revealed something 

to me about dating, and emotional 

purity.  He said while you’re single, 

the only one you are to be attached to 

is Me!  Then, when you get 

married, you’re attached to Me and 

then your wife.  However, if, while you 

are dating, you emotionally attach 

yourself to all the people you date, you 

may not be whole when you get 

married. I believe they call that 

emotional baggage 

 So, here’s my 

recommendation.  Going out in a 

group setting can be a great way to get 

to know someone of the opposite 

gender. In a group setting with other 

believers, you have accountability.  

Plus, misunderstandings of various 

kinds are less likely.  You still get to 

know the person on a friendship level, 

before either becomes emotionally 

invested.  Try it, I think you’ll like it. 
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GRADUATES: 

Did you have your Cap & Gown 

Photo taken?  If  so, pre-purchase 

your yearbook and receive a free 

4X6 of  your photo.   

Contact Prof. Colburn for more 

information. 

Have You Bought a Yearbook!  
 

PRE-PURCHASE YOUR 

YEARBOOK TODAY – 

BEFORE THEY!RE GONE!!!!! 

Quantities are limited. 

PLUS, the deadline for being entered into the 

drawing for fabulous prizes has been extended 

through Friday, May 22nd.   
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Travel to London 

In March 2010, we will be 

traveling to London. 

Contact Prof. Colburn for more 

information.  There are also 

information sheets at the  

TLBC office. 

Payment options are available 

You can also go on-line 

to www.EFTours.com and 

register right away with our tour 

#693089, or 

by calling EF Tours at  

1-800-637-8222. 

Fundraisers will be available to 

help you afford this wonderful 

opportunity.  Family, friends and 

pastors of TLBC are also invited 

to travel with us. 
 Blessings,  

Prof. Tana Colburn  

916-348-4689, ext. 424  

*A payment plan is available 

through EF Tours, along with a 

money back  

  
 



 

Announcements: 

…insane than if one should purpose to walk in a pathless waste, or to see in 

darkness.”  We should be restrained by this thought, “that the Word of the 

Lord is the sole way that can lead us in our search for all that is lawful to hold 

concerning him, and is the sole light to illumine our vision of all that we should 

see of him.”  There are aspects of predestination that God has revealed in 

Scripture, and it is that revelation with which we must be content.  Yet there 

are aspects that God does not reveal about His predestination, and it is there 

that we must maintain a “learned ignorance.” Augustine said, “We must walk, 

we must advance, we must grow, that our hearts may be capable of those 

things we cannot yet grasp. But if the Last Day finds us advancing, there we 

shall learn what we could not learn here.”  This is the pathway of faith, 

growing in wisdom and understanding.  Nevertheless we will not grasp 

everything and what we do not grasp now, we will finally see on the Last Day.               

 

5225 Hillsdale Blvd. 

Sacramento, CA 

95842 

Phone: 

916.348.4689 

Fax: 916.334.2315 

E-mail: 

tlbc@email.com 

Web: 

www.tlbc.edu 

 

Training Lives 

Building Character 

 

…for 35 years! 

Trinity Life Bible College 

VOLUNTEER 

OPPORTUNITY 

Merrill Gardens at 

Citrus Heights is seeking 

volunteers to work with our 

Seniors for 6-week sessions 

this summer. Looking for 

enthusiastic, fun loving 

people who enjoy working 

with the elderly and can 

teach classes in Beginning 

Spanish, Art History or Art 

Appreciation.  

If interested, please 

contact Melissa, Activities 

Director  

at 725-7418 or 

citrusheight@mgmail.org  

 

GRADUATION 

VOLUNTEERS 

 
Volunteers are needed 

to help with Graduation. 

Please contact the 

TLBC office and help 
make this graduation 

GREAT! 

bMSZ@%_MGM?P;c%

;S-R;P?%9;S%@dSe%

It's time to turn in your 

quarterly Field Ministry 

Report.  This simple one 

page report is a requirement 

for all TLBC students. 

 Instructions are available in 

the TLBC front office. 
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